
Update

Local nonprofit media matters

Nonprofit media is expanding. The Institute for Nonprofit News manages the Local Media Initiative to produce impactful
stories through non-profit online news organizations. Examples of impactful stories produced by digital-native non-
profits:

A Wisconsin Center for Investigative Reporting story on abuses at nursing homes that led to reforms of oversight
procedures.
An NJ Spotlight story on corruption at a public utility company that motivated the state attorney general to conduct
an investigation.
Washington State passed two laws to protect health care workers after InvestigateWest published a story on the
health hazards of handling chemotherapy drugs.

Assignment: Look over the web site of the Institute for Nonprofit News. What range of topics do its members cover?.
What range of topics do they cover? What topics don’t they cover and why not? What sort of media do these organizations
use? Select an ongoing story or topic that matters to you and select the organization that is most suited to cover it.  

Searchlight: To continue the success of local nonprofit media initiatives, we must find a viable business model. What do
you think that entails? Come up with your own business model.  

Extra Credit: To continue the success of local nonprofit media initiatives, we must find a viable business model. What
do you think that entails? Come up with your own business model.

http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/magazine/2014/07/8548086/journalism%E2%80%99s-nonprofit-surge
http://investigativenewsnetwork.org/
http://www.niemanlab.org/2014/01/knight-foundation-launches-1-million-fund-to-help-nonprofit-news-get-closer-to-sustainability/
http://wisconsinwatch.org/2013/02/nursing-homes-fail-to-report-deaths-injuries/
http://www.njspotlight.com/stories/12/0119/0103/
http://www.invw.org/chemo-main
http://inn.org/
http://knightfoundation.org/blogs/knightblog/2015/4/8/knights-gaining-ground-tracks-progress-nonprofit-news-sites/

