
What’s the impact of student journalism?
Professional journalists can do impactful stories, uncovering corruption, exposing threats to citizen safety. But so do
student journalists; their work also has effected major change in their communities. 

Student assignments at three levels: 

Flashlight: Explore the past winners of the Courage in Student Journalism award and the National Scholastic
Press Association’s Story of the Year award. Consider the stories about the failing schools and teen pregnancies,  local sex-
trafficking and an increase in local gang activity. Come to class ready to discuss: Do you see those types of stories in your
school media? Why or why not? 

Spotlight: Explore past winners of the College Press Freedom Award and the Associated Collegiate
Press Story of the Year award. There, you can find stories about how a college’s board of trustees might be in violation of
state open meetings laws, a sorority removed from campus after reports of hazing and questionable spending by a campus
student government. Find a similar story in student media on your campus. Come to class prepared to dissect the story.
What was the reaction to it? 

Searchlight: Browse the above links. Brainstorm story ideas. Have the class nominate the top three stories. Using a
simple SMS voting site like Poll Everywhere, send out the nominees through your social networks and let people vote on
their top story. Back in class, map out that story, including sources, questions, etc. Here’s a Seattle Times tip sheet to help
map the story. For extra credit, do the story as a class project. 

http://www.splc.org/page/high-school-and-college-press-freedom-awards
http://studentpress.org/nspa/awards/2012-story-of-the-year-winners/
http://thecourier.com/family-news/2016/05/20/close-to-home-sex-trafficking-is-not-just-a-big-city-problem/
http://www.splc.org/news/newsflash.asp?id=1833
http://www.splc.org/page/high-school-and-college-press-freedom-awards
http://studentpress.org/acp/winners/story12.html
http://statenews.com/index.php/article/2011/12/behind_closed_doors
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Farchives.collegian.com%2F2009%2F08%2F26%2Fsorority_booted_for_hazing%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGxzlPraJ2Hy3H9PLqSgozPMJtyNA
http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/archives/inside-the-rsos-part-of/article_ae863fb3-c2ca-5731-b754-dc04191ccea5.html
http://www.polleverywhere.com/
http://newsroom.seattletimes.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/writing-tipsheet-handout.pdf

