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The Snowden effect: Surveillance and the news

The need to shield journalism in the post-Edward Snowden era was named the
most pressing issue in the World Editors Forum Trends in Newsrooms 2014
report. More on the effect of the former National Security Administration
contractor who revealed the vast scope of domestic surveillance:

The Washington Post and The Guardian received the 2014 Pulitzer Prize for
their coverage of the widespread secret surveillance conducted by the
National Security Agency.

Columbia University’s Journalism After Snowden initiative conducts
surveys and hosts events on the role of journalists in the age of surveillance.
Broadcasters such as Brian Williams of NBC interviewed Snowden on his
motives for revealing the spying.

Following the revelation of the NSA surveillance, the Committee to Protect
Journalists issued its first report on press freedom in the United States.
Check out the report’s six recommendations to President Obama.

More than 70 media organizations sent a letter to Senate leadership in July
2014 urging them to vote on establishing a federal shield law. This law
would protect journalists from revealing confidential information, including
the identity of a source, to the federal government. Yet some national
security reporters oppose it.

Do digital advances mean anything if you can be watched at all times? A
leading editor says his reporters are using encryption software. In 2013,
Access Now won a Knight grant to develop HowSecureAmI.org, a security
risk assessment tool to provide Internet security advice to professional and
citizen journalists.



http://www.pulitzer.org/citation/2014-Public-Service
http://www.knightfoundation.org/press-room/press-release/columbia-universitys-journalism-after-snowden-init/
http://www.nbcnews.com/feature/edward-snowden-interview/watch-primetime-special-inside-mind-edward-snowden-n117126
http://cpj.org/reports/2013/10/obama-and-the-press-us-leaks-surveillance-post-911.php
http://cpj.org/reports/2013/10/obama-and-the-press-us-leaks-surveillance-post-911-recommendations.php
http://www.cjr.org/behind_the_news/shield_law_risen_etc.php
http://images.politico.com/global/2014/06/11/senateshieldltr.pdf
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/s987
http://cjr.org/behind_the_news/paying_more_attention_to_the_s.php
http://www.pressgazette.co.uk/rusbridger-how-no-journalists-sources-are-now-safe-joining-ipso-and-why-he-would-have-kept-news
http://www.knightfoundation.org/grants/201346899/

